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as a link between the West and the Arabo-Islamic world in which
they live. They include some of the greatest names in modern
Arabic journalism and literature: Sarruf, Nimr, Zaidan and
Mutran.

The Syrians of Egypt have played a certain part in the politics
of their country of origin, but have held aloof from the party
struggles of their country of adoption. Their relations with the
Egyptians have not always been as good as they might have been.
The Egyptians accuse them of having been willing tools of British
Imperialism, as journalists and officials. They also dislike their
social exclusiveness, and distrust them as a rootless middle-class
of merchants and money-lenders. The Syrians, for their part,
often despise the Egyptians as less civilized than themselves, but
at the same time fear them as a majority possessed of political
power.

The Armenians

The number of Armenians resident in Egypt is about 30,000.
Some thousands of these are Catholics and Protestants, but the
majority belong to the Armenian Gregorian community. About
half of them were resident in the country before the war of 1914-
18, while the remainder came in, mainly as refugees from Turkey,
during and after the war. , At least a third of them are Egyptian
citizens.

The Armenians mostly dwell in the towns, and are largely
merchants and artisans by calling. Their community is on the
whole prosperous and maintains its own benevolent institutions.
It preserves its language and its social and cultural traditions.
Egypt is indeed one of the most important centres of Armenian
culture.

The Armenians as a body do not interfere ia the political ife
of Egypt, and there is no prejudice against them. In the iri&e^
teenth century a few individuals, like Nubar Pasha and Tigrane
Pasha, held high positions in the government; under the present
jegime such opportunities are sot likely to recur.

The Jew

The 65,000 Jews of Egypt Hve mainly in Cairo and Alexandria,
and are divided into two communities: tine orthodox (Rab-
banite) Jews and the Karaites, who accept the Scriptures bit
tlie Takonid, and of -whom there are about 5,000. The
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